
Interdisciplinary 
Workshops

Purpose: to foster better collaboration, 
including interdisciplinary working and 

community, policy and industry 
engagement. 

Opportunities for operationalizing transdisciplinary research for long term wellbeing and resilience of human, ecological and ecosystem health 
Esther Onyango; Edward Morgan; Edward Annand; Helen Mayfield; Alison Peel; Michael Sievers; Jinglan Zhang

1. How do we define transdisciplinary research?
2. How do we integrate knowledge across boundaries of discipline and boundaries of scale?
3. How do we identify and incorporate stakeholder inputs?
4. How do we engage with communities?
5. How do we communicate effectively with policy?

Interdisciplinary 
Symposium

Purpose: To integrate knowledge across the 
thematic areas to identify areas/
opportunities for strengthening 

transdisciplinary collaboration in human, 
ecological and ecosystem health

Connecting early and mid-career researchers interested in transdisciplinary collaborations

A Transdisciplinary Research Playbook: 

Key actions to advance research for human, ecological and ecosystem health

Establish knowledge, skills, behaviours and resources available or needed to work together better, including with 
communities and other stakeholders:
• Develop a code of conduct, which includes having knowledge of your local context, incorporating indigenous knowledge, 

behaviours - openness, listening, and being a 'good' citizen.
• Define key criteria for building a respectful and collaborative team based on finding the common ground" (which might not be 

within research)

Raise awareness and promote the importance of interdisciplinary/transdisciplinary work:
• EMCRs can work with  a multidisciplinary team of supervisors to create a culture of working with a diverse team
• Establish criteria for grants assessing interdisciplinary focus
• Defining a transdisciplinary impact framework
• Increasing transdisciplinary focus in curricula, particularly on ethics and values
• Develop a transdisciplinary mentoring scheme where senior people are open to supporting new ideas.

Identify methods/approaches for communicating across disciplines:
• Define what transdisciplinary projects are; who transdisciplinary individuals are and what are their characteristics, and; what 

a transdisciplinary team is
• Collection of case studies that illustrate how transdisciplinary people work, how they are successful, what they do, and what 

expertise they bring 
• Identify/create multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary or transdisciplinary /
• classifications (eg. drop-down boxes) to describe the research area

Structural – interdisciplinary approaches are disregarded/ not considered

Communication – differences in terminology, approaches and epistemologies

Collaboration & Trust - how do we work better together?

Barriers to conducting transdisciplinary research
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