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Dear  Co l leagues,

Welcome to  the  f i rs t  ed i t ion  o f  the  HEAL news le t te r  in  2025.  

A f te r  a  rev i ta l i s ing  summer  break ,  we had a  busy  s ta r t  o f  the  year  and some very  exc i t ing
news fo r  the  HEAL Network .  

Four  new research  pro jec ts  led  by  HEAL inves t iga tors  have been funded by  the  NHMRC
Targeted  Ca l l  fo r  Research  in to  c l imate- re la ted  hea l th  impacts  and e f fec t i ve  in te rvent ions  to
improve hea l th  ou tcomes,  led  by  Veron ica  Mat thews,  Supr iya  Mathew,  Brad Far ran t  and me.
 
One new NHMRC Hea l th  Serv ices  Research  gran t  focus ing  on  hea l thcare  env i ronmenta l
sus ta inab i l i t y ,  led  by  Forbes  McGain ,  was  a lso  funded.  

Huge congra tu la t ions  to  a l l  inves t iga tors  invo lved in  the  success fu l  g ran ts ,  and to  a l l  o ther
researchers  who submi t ted  app l ica t ions  to  these very  compet i t i ve  fund ing  rounds .  P lease see
more  in fo rmat ion  about  these gran ts  in  the  news le t te r .
 
A  new research  fund ing  ca l l  focus ing  on  menta l  hea l th  and c l imate  change is  cur ren t ly  open
(MRFF Globa l  Hea l th  In i t ia t i ve  2025) .
 
In  January ,  we comple ted  the  C lean Energy  fo r  Hea l thy  Env i ronments  and L ives  (CE4HEAL)
pro jec t ,  funded by  the  Aus t ra l ian  Depar tment  o f  Fore ign  Af fa i rs  and Trade In te rna t iona l
C l imate  Change Engagement  Program.  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  a l l  HEAL inves t iga tors ,  and our
co l leagues f rom the  Ind ian  Ins t i tu te  o f  Madras ,  invo lved in  th is  p ro jec t .  Read more  about  the
pro jec t  and i t s  f ind ing  on  page 5  o f  the  News le t te r .

https://www.grants.gov.au/Go/Show?GoUuid=2760c02e-d739-4607-8130-ab0c38cb6eb9


The new HEAL Ear ly -  & Mid-Career  Researcher  (EMCR)  Mentorship  Program  i s  now
open fo r  2025 and tak ing  Express ions  o f  In te res t  to  match  se l f -nominated  mentees  and
mentors  f rom across  the  HEAL Network .  

The 2025 Mentorsh ip  Program wi l l  c lose  on  1s t  Apr i l  2025 and,  we w i l l  a im to  match  pa i rs
and in fo rm them by  1s t  May 2025.  The program is  des igned to  run  fo r  12  months .  P lease
express  your  in te res t  to  par t i c ipa te  as  a  mentor  o r  mentee in  th is  p rogram.  

We have a  very  busy  year  ahead w i th  the  launch o f  the  new research  pro jec ts ,  an  in -person
HEAL Leadersh ip  Execut ive  meet ing  and the  second ed i t ion  o f  our  Future  Leaders  School
i n  Canber ra  in  May,  see be low.
 
A  spec ia l  thank  you to  our  co l league Dan ie la  Esp inoza Oyarce ,  who w i l l  be  leav ing  HEAL a t
the  end o f  the  month .  

Warm wishes ,  

Sot i r i s  Vardou lak is  

KEEP AN EYE OUT EMCRs :  HEAL  Future Leaders School  2025
( 19-23  May 2025)

A formal  ca l l  fo r  the  HEAL Future  Leaders  Schoo l  (FLS)  app l ica t ions  w i l l  be
launched in  mid-March  2025.  Bu i ld ing  on  the  FLS o f  2024,  FLS 2025 w i l l  de l i ver
a  un ique and d is t inc t i ve  impact .  The FLS 2025 promises  to  be  nove l ,  engag ing ,
in te rac t ive ,  and energ is ing  in  i t s  approach.  There  w i l l  be  exper t  pane ls ,
roundtab les ,  c lassroom lec tures ,  p rob lem-based learn ing ,  jo in t  sess ions  w i th  the
HEAL Leadersh ip  Execut ives ,  s i te  v is i t s  and more .  
 
There  are  l im i ted  spaces  fo r  HEAL- funded and a f f i l i a ted  EMCRs are  encouraged
to  app ly  once app l ica t ions  are  open.  So keep an  eye ou t  fo r  updates  on  the
HEAL Network  FLS 2025 webpage and HEAL Network  soc ia ls !

https://healnetwork.org.au/heal-observatory/capacity-capability/
https://healnetwork.org.au/heal-observatory/capacity-capability/
https://healnetwork.org.au/heal-observatory/capacity-capability/


South Austra l ia  (SA)  CoP
The SA CoP Reg iona l  Hub meet ing  k icked o f f  on  14  February  2025 w i th  a  sense o f  en thus iasm
and renewed energy .  Th is  year ’s  theme o f  Secur ing  Human Hea l th  in  a  Growing Ade la ide ,
focused on water  secur i ty ,  hea l thy  bu i l t  env i ronments  and po l i cy  advancement .

The event  d rew-on i t s  s t rong loca l  exper t i se  in  water  w i th  inv i ted  speakers  Pro f .  L in  Crase
(Un iSA) ,  Dr  Ben van Den Akker  (Un iSA)  and Dr  Nga iN ing  Chen (SA Water ) ,  p rov id ing  a
comprehens ive  overv iew o f  Ade la ide ’s  water  management  fo r  hea l th  and secur i ty .  These ta lks
h igh l igh ted  the  var ious  approaches to  water  management  in  South  Aust ra l ia  and gave an
ins igh t  in to  the  un ique economic  and regu la tory  f ramework  wh ich  gu ides  th is  management .  

We were  fo r tunate  to  have in te rs ta te  HEAL members  Pro f  X iaoq i  Feng (UNSW) and Dr  Ro
McFar lane (UC)  jo in  the  event .  X iaoq i  p rov ided an  exuberant  and comprehens ive
demonst ra t ion  o f  the  pos i t i ve  hea l th  l inks  o f  spend ing  t ime in  g reen space.  Ro brought  her
ex tens ive  knowledge o f  sus ta inab le  deve lopment  and na ture-based so lu t ions ,  p rov id ing
amaz ing  ins igh t  in to  po ten t ia l  a reas  fo r  po l i cy  advancement  bo th  na t iona l l y  and fo r  SA.  To
round out  the  conversa t ion  on  hea l thy  bu i l t  env i ronments .  Pro f .  Veron ica  Soebar to  (Un i .
Ade la ide)  p rov ided impor tan t  ins igh t  in to  the  shor tcomings  o f  modern  deve lopments  and
potent ia l  na ture-based so lu t ion  par t i cu la r ly  in  re la t ion  to  heat  mi t iga t ion .  The event  ended
wi th  a  pane l  d iscuss ion  focused on bes t  p rac t ises  to  ensure  ev idence-based po l i cy  mak ing ,
par t i cu la r ly  in  re la t ion  to  human hea l th  in  u rban p lann ing .

Overa l l ,  the  event  ident i f ied  a  number  o f  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  d r iv ing  po l i cy  change,  as  we l l  as
h igh l igh t ing  some o f  the  fan tas t ic  in i t ia t i ves  wh ich  have a l ready  taken p lace  in  South
Aust ra l ia .  And as  we were  very  e loquent ly  reminded by  pane l l i s t  Pro f .  K i rs ten  Ross  (F l inders
Un ivers i ty ) ,  “we shou ld  ce lebra te  what  has  a l ready  been ach ieved par t i cu la r ly  in  re la t ion  to
pub l ic  hea l th  and urban env i ronments ,  as  we l l  as  look ing  to  how we can improve i t  in  the
fu ture ’ .

HEAL Communities of Practice (CoP) Meeting Highlights                                   



Victor ian Hub
Did  you know tha t  the  Wor ld  Hea l th  Organ iza t ion  (WHO) COP29 spec ia l  repor t  on  c l imate
change and hea l th  has  a  sec t ion  ded ica ted  to  hous ing? 

The repor t  shows tha t  the  c l imate  c r is is  i s  a lso  a  hea l th  c r is is ,  d r iv ing  hea l th  losses  across
a l l  ca tegor ies  o f  d isease.  Impor tan t ly ,  i t  recogn ises  tha t  c l imate  change in te rac ts  w i th
hous ing ,  exacerbat ing  th rea ts  posed by  mul t ip le  de terminants  o f  hea l th .

Research  by  Ang L i ,  Mathew To l l  and Rebecca Bent ley ,  c i ted  in  th is  repor t ,  b r ings  a t ten t ion
to  the  c r i t i ca l  ro le  tha t  hous ing  has  in  p ro tec t ing  peop le  and communi t ies  f rom the  hea l th
impacts  o f  c l imate  change and c l imate  d isas ters  as  we l l  as  the  burdens  tha t  accrue  when
hous ing  is  insecure ,  unaf fo rdab le ,  o r  unsu i tab le  fo r  human hea l th .  

F rom energy  hardsh ip  and thermal  d iscomfor t  to  unaf fo rdab i l i t y  and tenure  insecur i ty ,
c l imate  change increases  the  r i sk  o f  hous ing  vu lnerab i l i t y .  We found the  negat ive  hea l th
e f fec ts  o f  c l imate  d isas ters  were  grea ter  fo r  peop le  who,  p r io r  to  the  d isas ter ,  had hous ing
af fo rdab i l i t y  s t ress  and l i ved  in  poorer  qua l i t y  hous ing .  Read the  report  fo r  fu r ther  ins igh t .

Upcoming events  and meet ings :
11am -  12pm,  Apr i l  29  v ia  Zoom -  V ic to r ia  CoP presenta t ion  by  Brendan Condon,  contac t
A lex  F lynn (a lex . f l ynn@unimelb .edu.au)  to  ge t  the  Zoom deta i l s .

Austra l ian Capi ta l  Terr i tory  (ACT)  CoP
The ACT CoP he ld  i t s  f i r s t  meet ing  th is  year  on  31  January  2025 (on l ine) .
The team rece ived very  pos i t i ve  feedback  f rom ACT members  on  the  HEAL2024 Reg iona l
Hub meet ing ,  par t i cu la r ly  our  focus  on  vu lnerab le  g roups .  The CoP members  a lso  d iscussed
outcomes and nex t  s teps ,  inc lud ing  the  dra f t  ‘ACT COP Needs Assessment  and Communi ty
Res i l ience P lan ’  wh ich  is  an  ou tpu t  tha t  each reg iona l  HEAL CoP wi l l  p roduce.  

The ACT dra f t  re f lec ts  the  d ivers i ty  o f  p resenters  and s takeho lders  tha t  have a t tended each
annua l  o r  b iannua l  meet ing ,  and the  mater ia l  genera ted  f rom the  assoc ia ted  tab le
d iscuss ions .  D iscuss ions  focused on  pa thways  in  mak ing  such a  document  resource fu l  and
on o ther  p roduc ts  such as  br ie fs  and fac tsheets ,  tha t  the  ACT HEAL CoP can produce over
2025-26 to  suppor t  the  ACT Government  and the  reg ion .

HEAL Regional Hub Highlights                                                                             

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/YxV2C1WZg1f52O0RtOFyTVeuUp?domain=linkedin.com/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/T7RMC2xZj4FOP64jfLHNT5rIxk?domain=linkedin.com/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KHF_C3Q8kRT06xPBipIVTQ6f33?domain=linkedin.com/
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/environment-climate-change-and-health/58595-who-cop29-special-report_layout_9web.pdf?sfvrsn=dd2b816_8
mailto:alex.flynn@unimelb.edu.au


Highlights on HEAL Projects                                                                                             

The Clean Energy for  Heal thy Environment  and L ives (CE4HEAL)  p ro jec t ,  funded by
Aust ra l ia ’s  Depar tment  o f  Fore ign  Af fa i rs  and Trade (DFAT)  has  success fu l l y  comple ted  i t s
th ree-year  miss ion .  CE4HEAL addressed energy  inequ i t ies  and env i ronmenta l  hea l th
cha l lenges  in  the  contex t  o f  c l imate  change in  ru ra l  and remote  communi t ies  o f  Cent ra l
Aus t ra l ia  and South  Ind ia .  The pro jec t  p romoted so la r  energy  adopt ion  to  reduce re l iance
on po l lu t ing  fue ls  l i ke  b iomass and d iese l ,  a long w i th  ra is ing  awareness  about  c lean
energy ’s  t r ip le  benef i t s :  improved hea l th ,  economic  sav ings ,  and env i ronmenta l
sus ta inab i l i t y .   

Through co l labora t ion  w i th  researchers ,  po l i cymakers ,  and Ind igenous communi t ies ,
CE4HEAL engaged Abor ig ina l  g roups  in  Cent ra l  Aus t ra l ia  and ru ra l  househo lds  in  South
Ind ia  us ing  cu l tu ra l l y  resonant  s t ra teg ies  such as  par t i c ipa tory  yarn ing  sess ions ,  schoo l
compet i t ions ,  and Ind igenous ar twork .  The pro jec t  iden t i f ied  key  cha l lenges ,  inc lud ing  la rge
upf ron t  cos ts  and bureaucra t ic  bar r ie rs  in  Aus t ra l ia  and h igh l igh ted  enab lers  l i ke
government  renewab le  energy  ta rge ts  and communi ty - led  ownersh ip  mode ls .  In  Ind ia ,  i t
emphas ized the  hea l th  r i sks  o f  b iomass dependence wh i le  leverag ing  na t iona l  so la r
subs id ies  to  p romote  c leaner  a l te rna t ives .  

Wi th  mul t ip le  peer - rev iewed pub l ica t ions ,  in te rna t iona l  con ference sess ions ,  workshops,
and s takeho lder  engagement  ac t iv i t ies ,  CE4HEAL prov ided va luab le  ins igh ts  in to  p romot ing
c lean energy  adopt ion  in  remote  communi t ies .  S t rengthened Aust ra l ia - Ind ia  par tnersh ips
through researcher  exchanges and jo in t  academic  in i t ia t i ves ,  the  pro jec t  showcased so la r
energy ’s  po ten t ia l  to  improve hea l th ,
empower  communi t ies ,  and suppor t  g loba l
c l imate  commi tments ,  leav ing  beh ind  a
legacy  o f  sca lab le  so lu t ions  fo r  a  sus ta inab le
energy  t rans i t ion .

https://healnetwork.org.au/projects/clean-energy-for-healthy-environments-and-lives-ce4heal/


Hightlights on HEAL Projects                                                                                            

The Aust ra l ian  Research  Counc i l  L inkage pro jec t  Heal thy,  Equi table  and Susta inable  Urban
Mobi l i ty :  Promot ing Act ive  Travel  And Publ ic  Transport  for  a  Post -Pandemic Wor ld  he ld
a  workshop a t  Transpor t  fo r  NSW on January  28 ,  2025,  as  par t  o f  the  d isseminat ion  o f
research  ou tcomes f rom pro jec t  S t rand 2  ( led  by  USYD) .  The pro jec t  addresses  the
in te rsec t ion  be tween pub l ic  hea l th ,  bu i l t  env i ronment  and sus ta inab le  t rave l  po l i c ies  by
focus ing  on  the  rea l ignment  o f  space devoted  to  wa lk ing ,  cyc l ing ,  pub l i c  t ranspor t  and
dr iv ing  modes.  

The s tudy  inves t iga tes  the  ro le  tha t  in te rvent ions  to  p romote  sus ta inab le  t rave l  cho ices  can
p lay  in  p romot ing  a  sh i f t  towards  t ranspor t  p rac t ices  and da ta  co l lec t ion .  I t  inc ludes  t ra f f i c
observa t ions ,  a  user  survey ,  and focus  groups ,  conducted  based on  th ree  se lec ted  case
s tudy  s i tes  o f  ac t i ve  t rave l  in f ras t ruc tu res  in  Sydney (Moore  Park  pop up  cyc leway,
Benne long Br idge and the  Nor th  Ryde to  Macquar ie  Park  shared pa th) .

Br ing ing  together  over  20  par t i c ipants  f rom advocacy  groups ,  academia ,  and loca l  and s ta te
government ,  the  in te rac t ive  workshop presented  pro jec t  key  f ind ings  f rom las t  year  and
ac t ive ly  engaged a t tendees in  smal l -g roup d iscuss ions  on  po l i cy  scenar ios  fo r  p romot ing
ac t ive  t rave l .  

Th is  workshop fac i l i ta ted  va luab le  exchanges among exper ts  and prov ided c r i t i ca l  ins igh ts
tha t  w i l l  con t r ibu te  to  the  deve lopment  o f  p ro jec t  S t rand 3  ( led  by  UC) ,  wh ich  w i l l  exp lo re  the
po l icy  imp l ica t ions  o f  ac t i ve  t rave l  measures  w i th  a  s t rong emphas is  on  pub l ic  hea l th .

https://healnetwork.org.au/projects/healthy-active-travel/


Taster of HEAL Network Publications                                                                               
Dr Sharon Campbe l l  and her  team commented in  the i r  recent  pub l i ca t ion  in  Aus t ra l ian  and
New Zea land Journa l  o f  Pub l ic  Hea l th ,  tha t  there  is  very  l im i ted  pub l ished ev idence
eva lua t ing  communi ty  c leaner  a i r  spaces  (CCASs) .  Th is  inc ludes  the  es tab l i shment  o f
CCASs,  use ,  i t s  e f fec t i veness  (bo th  fo r  reduc ing  exposures  and improv ing  hea l th  ou tcomes)
and the i r  reach in to  h igher - r i sk  popu la t ions .  Few gu ide l ines  ex is t  to  ass is t  government
agenc ies  to  se t  up  a  CCAS and how to  e f fec t i ve ly  communica te  the i r  benef i t s  to  the
communi ty .  The research  ca l l s  fo r  p r io r i t i sa t ion  o f  fu r ther  research  on  CCASs and the
es tab l i shment  o f  a  research  t rans la t ion  par tnersh ip  be tween researchers  and pub l ic  hea l th
pro fess iona ls  to  de termine  the  feas ib i l i t y ,  e f fec t i veness ,  sca lab i l i t y  and sus ta inab i l i t y  o f  th is
response.  For  more  de ta i l s  read ‘Communi ty  c leaner  a i r  spaces  dur ing  landscape f i re
events :  What  do  we know?’ .

Dr  R ichard  Larsen and the  team conducted  a  sys temat ic  rev iew o f  the  l i te ra tu re  to  answer
the  ques t ion-  ‘Which  behav ioura l  in te rvent ions  inc rease commuter  cyc l ing? ’  Pub l ished in  the
Transpor ta t ion  Research  Par t  F :  Tra f f i c  Psycho logy  and Behav iour ,  the  research  revea led
tha t  persona l ised  t rave l  p lans  and mob i le  phone-based p la t fo rms were  the  most  common
in tervent ions .  Unva l ida ted  t rave l  surveys  were  the  most  w ide ly  used mode o f  da ta
co l lec t ion .  The rev iew h igh l igh ted  the  need fo r  more  h igh-qua l i t y  behav ioura l  sc ience
research  in to  ac t ive  t rave l  to  inc rease leve ls  o f  commuter  cyc l ing ,  wh ich  wou ld
subsequent ly  improve env i ronmenta l  and human hea l th .  

L ib rar ies  p lay  a  key  ro le  in  p romot ing  the  hea l th  o f  peop le  and p lanet  in  the  communi ty
because they  are  a  t rus ted ,  sa fe ,  and suppor t i ve  communi ty  se t t ing .  The Hea l thy  Me,
Hea l thy  P lanet :  Eva lua t ion  o f  a  p i lo t  p lanetary  hea l th  l ib ra ry  p rogram repor t  found l ib ra r ies
were  a  cura tor  o f  c red ib le  and re l iab le  ev idence-based in fo rmat ion  on  hea l th  and p lanetary
top ics  and a  loca l  and f ree  prov ider  fo r  sk i l l s  and l i te racy  deve lopment .  Pub l ished in  the
Hea l th  Promot ion  Journa l  o f  Aus t ra l ia ,  Dr  Rebecca Pat r i ck  and co l leagues recommended
tha t  th is  p rogram be expanded to  o ther  l ib ra ry  se t t ings  to  enhance communi ty  connect ion
and suppor t  loca l  p lanetary  hea l th  in i t ia t i ves .

Research  team led  by  Ms Or iana Ruf f in i ,  deve loped Loca l  Food Sys tems Po l icy  Index  too l
and assessment  p rocesses  fo r  c rea t ing  hea l thy ,  equ i tab le  and env i ronmenta l l y  sus ta inab le
food sys tems.  Pub l ished in  the  Pub l ic  Hea l th  Nut r i t ion  Journa l ,  these processes  o f fe r  a
comprehens ive  mechan ism to  ass is t  loca l  governments  in  benchmark ing  the i r  po l i cy  ac t ions
to  improve the  hea l th iness ,  equ i ty  and env i ronmenta l  sus ta inab i l i t y  o f  food sys tems and
pr io r i t i se  ac t ion  areas .  

Urban Green Spaces  (UGS)  have been proven to  have pos i t i ve  cont r ibu t ions  to  human
hea l th  &  cos t  benef i t s .  Pro fessor  Cra ig  Wi l l iams and h is  team pub l ished in  the  Med ica l
Journa l  o f  Aus t ra l ia ,  po l i cy -based so lu t ions  fo r  UGS ach ieved by  imp lement ing  the  Hea l th  in
A l l  Po l i c ies  approach.  The Hea l th  in  A l l  Po l i c ies  approach w i l l  suppor t  the  who le
government  dec is ion  mak ing  and lead to  embedd ing  agreed s tandards  w i th in  leg is la t ion  and
regu la t ion ,  w i th  f inanc ia l  incent iv ises  to  suppor t  these va luab le  g reen spaces .  

Dr  Tom Swan and h is  team pub l ished a  rev iew ar t i c le  on  the  “L inkages be tween So i l
Secur i ty  and One Hea l th :  imp l ica t ions  fo r  the  2030 Susta inab le  Deve lopment  Goa ls ”  in
Front ie rs  in  Pub l ic  Hea l th .  They  eva lua ted  and found tha t  the  ro les  o f  these two concepts
are  h igh ly  complementary  f ie lds  o f  sc ien t i f i c  inqu i ry  and have so l id  leverage fo r  t rans la t ion
in to  po l i cy  and prac t ice .  In  Fron t ie rs  L inkages,  they
recommended tha t  there  needs to  be  a  de f ined One
Hea l th  d imens ions ,  as  has  been done fo r  So i l  Secur i ty ,
a long w i th  a  b iosphere- focused f ramework  to  co l lec t i ve ly
make progress  toward  the  2030 SDGs.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1326020025000032?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1326020025000032?via%3Dihub
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/bBCQCnxyLQFjAx15iLHPTJAQmB?domain=sciencedirect.com
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hpja.882
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hpja.882
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39354657/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.5694/mja2.52569
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.5694/mja2.52569
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2024.1447663/full?utm_source=Email_to_authors_&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=T1_11.5e1_author&utm_campaign=Email_publication&field&journalName=Frontiers_in_Public_Health&id=1447663
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2024.1447663/full?utm_source=Email_to_authors_&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=T1_11.5e1_author&utm_campaign=Email_publication&field&journalName=Frontiers_in_Public_Health&id=1447663


 Congratulations - 2024 Centre for Safe Air Seed Funding recipients                              

Funding Opportunities                                                                                                       

Upcoming NHMRC Partnership  Projects  PRC2  -  a  scheme to  p rov ide  fund ing  and suppor t  to
c rea te  new oppor tun i t ies  fo r  researchers  and po l i cy  makers  to  work  together  to  de f ine
research  ques t ions ,  under take  research ,  in te rpre t  the  f ind ings  and imp lement  the  f ind ings  in to
po l i cy  and prac t ice .   

Dr  N ige l  Goodman and co l leagues fo r  the i r  p ro jec t :  ‘A i r  f i l t ra t ion  as  a  pub l i c  hea l th
in te rvent ion  to  reduce exposure  to  wood heater  smoke and improve as thma outcomes ’ .
Th is  p ro jec t  w i l l  inves t iga te  the  e f fec t i veness  o f  a i r  pur i f i ca t ion  as  a  pub l i c  hea l th
in te rvent ion  a iming  to  reduce indoor  a i r  po l lu t ion  & as thma deter io ra t ion  in  Aus t ra l ian
homes and s ta r t  t rans la t ing  in to  po l i cy  &  prac t ice .
Dr  Sharon Campbe l l  and co l leagues fo r  the i r  p ro jec t ,  ‘ Improv ing  the  hea l th  o f  a t - r i sk
Aust ra l ians :  Co-des ign ing  a  Bushf i re  Smoke Hea l th  P lan ’ .  The templa te  w i l l  be  use  by
those vu lnerab le  to  poor  hea l th  dur ing  bad smoke events .  Work ing  w i th  Pro fess iona ls  and
peop le  most  a f fec ted ,  a  co-des igned templa te  w i l l  be  deve loped w i th  the  a im to  be  ready
for  2025-26 summer .

https://www.climatechoices.act.gov.au/policy-programs/community-zero-emissions-grants
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/find-funding/mrff-2025-early-mid-career-researchers-grant-opportunity-go7553
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/find-funding/mrff-2025-mental-health-and-climate-change-grant-opportunity-go7541
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/find-funding/partnership-projects-prc2


Professor  Pay i  L inda Ford  and Assoc ia te  Pro fessor  Supr iya  Mathew a t tended Pro fessor
Fay  Johns ton ’s  p resenta t ion  on  ‘Savanah burn ing ,  smoke and your  hea l th ’ ,  a t  the  so ld -ou t
Savanna F i re  Forum.

Dr  Ro McFar lane presented  a t  Seminar  2  o f  the  WWF ‘So lu t ions  fo r  the  P lanet ’s
In te r l inked Cha l lenges ’  ser ies .  The record ing  o f  her  p resenta t ion  on  ‘Human hea l th
is  va lued un iversa l l y  as  an  impor tan t  met r ic  o f  the  qua l i t y  o f  l i fe ,  the  qua l i t y  o f  what
we do,  and how we assess ’ .  Hea l th  sys tems and hea l th  po l i c ies  in te rac t  w i th  o ther
e lements  o f  the  nexus  and can s t rengthen the  response to  c l imate  change,  bo th  on  the
mi t iga t ion  and the  adapta t ion  f ron t .  Dr  McFar lane was a lso  par t  o f  a  team who worked w i th
>150 de legates  on  two key  IPBES repor ts ,  f i r s t  one lays  ou t  a  f ramework  fo r
t rans format ive  change.  The second repor t  known as  the  Nexus  assessment ,  h igh l igh ts  the
l inkages -b iod ivers i ty  loss ,  water  qua l i t y ,  food secur i ty ,  hea l th  r i sks  & c l imate  change.
Th is  work  was pub l ished in  a  Conversa t ion  ar t i c le  ‘We l i ve  in  t imes o f  mu l t ip le  en tw ined
cr ises  –  bu t  our  po l i cy  responses  aren ’ t  keep ing  up ’ .  

Dr  Lucas  Her tzog f rom WHO Col labora t ing  Cent re  fo r  C l imate  Change and Hea l th  Impact
Assessment  a t  Cur t in  Un ivers i ty  was in te rv iewed by  ABC on menta l  hea l th  r i sks
assoc ia ted  w i th  ex t reme heat  wh ich  was fea tured  in  th is  a r t i c le  –  “V io lence,  f rayed
tempers  and ho t  weather  — is  mango madness  rea l? “
 

Conference and Media appearances                                                                                 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/solutions-for-the-planet-s-interlinked-challenges
https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/solutions-for-the-planet-s-interlinked-challenges
https://www.ipbes.net/nexus/media-release
https://theconversation.com/we-live-in-times-of-multiple-entwined-crises-but-our-policy-responses-arent-keeping-up-247180
https://theconversation.com/we-live-in-times-of-multiple-entwined-crises-but-our-policy-responses-arent-keeping-up-247180
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-12-30/mango-madness/104703932
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-12-30/mango-madness/104703932
https://www.icin.org.au/2025_savanna_fire_forum
https://www.icin.org.au/2025_savanna_fire_forum


Upcoming events                                                                                                                

Western  Pac i f i c  C l imate  and Hea l th  Responder  Course ,  11  March-15 Apr i l  2025 on l ine ,
see the  be low f l yer  fo r  more  de ta i l s  and to  reg is te r .
47 th  Env i ronmenta l  Hea l th  Aus t ra l ia  (EHA)Nat iona l  Conference,  6 -8  May 2025,
Br isbane.  Check  ou t  the  EHA conference page fo r  more  in fo rmat ion .  
4 th  Wor ld  Conference on  Fores ts  and Parks  fo r  Pub l ic  Hea l th ,  21-24  May 2025,
Luxembourg .  For  fu r ther  in fo rmat ion  v is i t  the  Conference webs i te .
2025 CHiAPRT Max imis ing  Impact  f rom Research-Po l icy  Par tnersh ips  Masterc lass  in
person in  Ade la ide  on  4-5 th  August  2025,  then a  hybr id  meet ing  on  25 th  August  2025,
Check  ou t  be low fo r  fu r ther  in fo rmat ion .  

 

https://www.ehaqld.org.au/events/event/47th-eha-national-conference-2025
https://columbiacuimc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QSBaebA9QFeNI0bpWhv2aQ#/registration
https://events.humanitix.com/expression-of-interest-2025-masterclass-58j3ga5d
https://columbiacuimc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QSBaebA9QFeNI0bpWhv2aQ#/registration
https://www.ehaqld.org.au/events/event/47th-eha-national-conference-2025
https://fphcongress.org/
https://events.humanitix.com/expression-of-interest-2025-masterclass-58j3ga5d


A/Pro f  Miche l le  Lupton  a t  QIMR Berghofer  and works  a long w i th  Pro f  Tony  Whi te  and
co l labora tes  w i th  HEAL member ,  Assoc ia te  Pro fessor  Geof f  Morgan is  seek ing  fund ing  as
par t  o f  our  Ins t i tu te 's  summer  appea l  to  ass is t  her  research  s tudy  in to  the  po ten t ia l  l i nk
between bushf i re  smoke exposure  and bra in  hea l th ,  w i th  a  focus  on  dement ia  r i sk .  

The fundra is ing  campaign  is  d i rec ted  towards  pub l ic  donors  where  a l l  p roceeds o f  the  appea l
w i l l  d i rec t l y  fund the  research  s tudy .  For  fu r ther  on  in fo rmat ion  about  the  appea l  go  to
h t tps : / /www.q imrberghofer .edu.au /c lear - the-a i r -appea l / .

 Fundraising Appeal                                                                                                           

Exc i t ing  Research  Oppor tun i t ies  fo r  C l imate  Change and Hea l th  Impact  Assessment  a t
Cur t in  Un ivers i ty ,  Western  Aus t ra l ia .  They  are  recru i t ing  th ree  Research  Fe l lows/Assoc ia tes
for  fu l l - t ime pos i t ions  fo r  two years  to  jo in  our  dynamic  team a t  the  WHO Col laborat ing
Centre  for  Cl imate  Change and Heal th  Impact  Assessment  School  of  Populat ion Heal th ,
Cur t in  Un ivers i ty .  Open Pos i t ions :
Job 1:  Research Fel low/Associate  –  Heal th  Economics Burden in  Heal th  Impact
Assessment
Job 2:  Research Fel low/Associate  –  Burden of  Disease in  Heal th  Impact  Assessment
Job 3:  Research Fel low/Research Associate  –  Exposure Science .

C los ing  Date :  March 18th ,  2025 .  Note :  Pos i t ions  may be  f i l l ed  be fore  the  c los ing  da te ,  ear ly
app l ica t ions  are  s t rong ly  encouraged.

“Are you ready to  explore  a  career  in  research? Star t  your  journey wi th  the UQ
Poche Centre”
Pathways  Program to  a  PhD:  Do ing  Research  fo r  Mob is  a  th ree-day  in tens ive  program
des igned fo r  Ind igenous pro fess iona ls  in te res ted  in  fu r ther  s tudy .  Hos ted  by  the  UQ Poche
Cent re  fo r  Ind igenous Hea l th ,  the  program covers  every th ing  f rom PhD app l ica t ions  and
Ind igenous research  methodo log ies  to  ne twork ing  and career  pa thways .

Program dates :  19-21 August  2025
Locat ion :  The Un ivers i ty  o f  Queens land,  S t  Luc ia  and Toowong Campuses.  
App l ica t ions  aren ’ t  open ye t ,  bu t  we are  cur ren t ly  accept ing  express ions  o f  in te res t .  
F ind  ou t  more  a t  the  Pathways  Program to  a  PhD Webs i te  o r  contac t
poche.hdr .pa thways@uq.edu.au  to  learn  more .

Research Jobs / Opportunities                                                                                           

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/7ajPCE8kJOuM4YmACyHZT7XGNC?domain=qimrberghofer.edu.au/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ZITxCP7y0mFM1OlJF0hGTxdULB?domain=research.curtin.edu.au
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ZITxCP7y0mFM1OlJF0hGTxdULB?domain=research.curtin.edu.au
https://staff.curtin.edu.au/job-vacancies/?ja-job=708273
https://staff.curtin.edu.au/job-vacancies/?ja-job=708273
https://staff.curtin.edu.au/job-vacancies/?ja-job=708276
https://staff.curtin.edu.au/job-vacancies/?ja-job=708277
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/RbeqC71Zo8uoG0PoS8fRTosY6p?domain=poche.centre.uq.edu.au
mailto:poche.hdr.pathways@uq.edu.au
https://auspire.eu/research-team/call-1/?portfolioCats=34


Follow us and PLEASE mention HEAL Network on your social posts!                          

@HEALenviron

@HEAL Nat ional  Research Network

@healenviron.bsky.socia l

@HEAL_environ

NOW ON ! ! !
Also check out  the latest  on

our  website
www.healnetwork.org .au/

HEAL National Research Network                                                                                   

https://www.instagram.com/heal_environ/
https://bsky.app/profile/healenviron.bsky.social
https://x.com/HEALenviron
https://www.linkedin.com/company/92959578/admin/dashboard/
https://x.com/HEALenviron
https://www.linkedin.com/company/92959578/admin/dashboard/
https://bsky.app/profile/healenviron.bsky.social
https://www.instagram.com/heal_environ/
https://healnetwork.org.au/
https://healnetwork.org.au/
https://healnetwork.org.au/

